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The growing burden of 
noncommunicable diseases 
(NCDs), including disability, 
violence and injuries, has 
devastating health consequences 
for individuals, families and 
communities and threatens to 
overwhelm health systems. It is 
recognized that failure to act on 
noncommunicable diseases in the 
short term would lead to massive 
cumulative output losses. 
The main types of NCD are 
cardiovascular diseases (such as 
heart attacks and stroke), cancers, 
chronic respiratory diseases (such 
as chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease and asthma) and diabetes. 
These diseases kill 41 million 
people each year, equivalent to 
71% of all deaths globally. 
NCDs also disproportionately 
affect people in low and middle-
income countries where more than 
three quarters of global NCD 
related deaths – 31.4 million – 
occur. 
Each year, more than 15 million 
people die from a NCD between 
the ages of 30 and 69 years; 85% of 
these "premature" deaths occur in 
low- and middle-income countries. 
NCDs account for 67% of deaths in 
low and middle-income countries, 
however, merely 2% of global 
heath funding is directed towards 
tacking the ever-growing burden of 
noncommunicable ailments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facts and Figures* 

 

 

A Case for Prevention 

and Control of Non-

communicable Diseases 

85% of deaths occur in low and 
middle-income countries 

71% of all deaths (41 mln people) 
globally attributable to NCDs of which: 

Investing for the Healthier 
Future 

* www.who.int/beat-ncds 
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Greater action is needed to: 

 Protect people from NCDs 

 Achieve SDGs 

 Promote human rights 
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Programme Achievements 2016 -2020 
 
   In the framework of its Country 

Cooperation Strategy (CCS) for 2016-2020 
the World Health Organization in South 
Africa worked with the national 
government in promoting longer healthier 
lives by supporting the prevention and 
control of non-communicable diseases, 
injuries and accidents, and mental health.  
The work was delivered through three areas 
of support: 

WHO key strategic deliverables aimed at prevention and control 

of NCDs in South Africa during the implementation of the CCS 

2016-2020 also included support in development, facilitation, 

contribution and advocacy for a number of key strategic 

documents, policies, regulations, plans, and guidelines. 
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Call for Action 
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Contacts 

P.O. BOX 13113, TRAMSHED 0126, PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICA. TEL: +27-12-3057700, 

EMAIL: afwcozawr@who.int WEBSITE: www.whosouthafrica.org 

Learn more about NCDs and World Health Organization’s response to these diseases 
at https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/noncommunicable-diseases 
or scan the QR code using you phone camera.  
 

Noncommunicable diseases now present a bigger and growing threat to population health and 
development in South Africa. This risk is amplified by and during health crises as demonstrated 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. There is need for more attention and action to combat 
noncommunicable diseases. WHO calls on donor partners to step up their support in addressing 
the specific health challenges posed by noncommunicable diseases. The return on investment in 
actions against NCDs will contribute to preventing many avoidable deaths and sufferings that 
overrun health systems and lead to economic contraction and wider sustainable development 
setbacks, particularly among the most vulnerable. 
Your support is critical and will enable WHO to address some of the pressing issues as they 
relate to NCDs and ultimately help deliver on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
which views health as vital for the future. 
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