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11th Ebola outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo declared over

18 November 2020

Brazzaville/Kinshasa — Today marks the end of the 11th Ebola outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), nearly six months after the first cases

were reported in Equateur Province, The_outlbrﬁak took_glace in communities
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scattered across dense rain forests as well as crowded urban areas, creating
logistical challenges. These were surmounted due to the leadership of the
government and local communities, supported by the World Health Organization
(WHO) and partners.

WHO congratulates responders and all those who tirelessly tracked cases,
provided treatment, engaged communities and vaccinated more than 40 000
people at high risk and thanks a wide range of partners for their support.
Vaccinators used an innovative cold chain storage to keep the Ebola vaccine at
temperatures as low as -80 degrees Celsius. The ARKTEK freezers can keep
vaccines at very low temperatures in the field for up to a week and enabled
responders to vaccinate people in communities without electricity.

“Overcoming one of the world’'s most dangerous pathogens in remote and hard to
access communities demonstrates what is possible when science and solidarity
come together,” said Dr Matshidiso Moeti, WHO Regional Director for Africa. “The
technology used to keep the Ebola vaccine at super-cold temperatures will be
helpful when bringing a COVID-19 vaccine to Africa. Tackling Ebola in parallel with
COVID-19 hasn't been easy, but much of the expertise we've built in one disease is
transferrable to another and underlines the importance of investing in emergency
preparedness and building local capacity.”

The outbreak in western DRC, announced on 1 June 2020, came as another Ebola
outbreak in the eastern part of the country was winding down, and finally declared
over on 25 June 2020. The two outbreaks were geographically far apart. Genetic
sequencing analysis found that they were unrelated. By the end of the current 11th
Ebola outbreak in Equateur Province there were 119 confirmed cases, 11 probabile,
55 deaths and 75 people who had recovered.

Equateur Province was also the site of the country’s 9th Ebola outbreak, which
was overcome in a little over three months in 2018 and had half as many cases
reported. However, the response to the 11th Ebola outbreak had to contend with
the COVID-19 pandemic, which strained resources and created difficulties around
the movement of experts and supplies. There were also challenges around the
large number of cases in remote communities which were often only accessible
by boat or helicopter and at times community resistance hampered response
efforts.

Under the leadership of the DRC government, most responders were mobilized
locally, and they moved quickly, despite important logistical and access
difficulties. Vaccination efforts began just four days after the outbreak was
declared. Around 90% of the vaccinators were from local communities. The
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response also tapped into the expertise of local health workers trained during the
two recent outbreaks in the DRC. Responders worked closely with community
members to increase understanding of the virus by visiting more than 574 000
households and providing more than 3 million people with pertinent health and
safety information.

At the height of the outbreak there were more than 100 WHO experts on the
ground, supporting the government’s response. While the 11th outbreak is over,
there is a need for continued vigilance and maintaining strong surveillance as
potential flare-ups are possible in the months to come. In this regard, WHO and
other partners are currently conducting important actions for improving critical
operational capacities in Equateur province, including training frontline workers.

The end of this outbreak serves as a reminder that governments and partners
must continue to focus attention on other emergencies, even as the fight against
COVID-19 persists. There is a need for greater investment in strengthening the
core capacities of countries in the implementation of the International Health
Regulations. Enhancing preparedness will lead to improved response to threats
arising from epidemic prone diseases and result in less social and economic
impact.

Note to Editors:

WHO thanks donors who provided funding to WHO for the Ebola response under
the Strategic Response Plan:

African Public Health Emergency Fund (APHEF), Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), United States of America, Federal Foreign Office, Federal
Republic of Germany, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, People’'s Republic of China and
the United Nations Development Programme Multi-Partner Trust Fund (MPTF)

For Additional Information or to Request Interviews, Please contact:

Eugene Kabambi

Emergency Communications Officer

Tel : +243 81 715 1697

Office : +47 241 39 027

Email: kabambie@who.int (mailto:kabambie@who.int)

Collins Boakye-Agyemang

3von5 30.11.2020, 10:45



11th Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo declared...  https://www.afro.who.int/news/11th-ebola-outbreak-democratic-republ...

Communications and marketing officer
Tel: + 242 06 520 65 65 (WhatsApp)
Email: boakyeagyemangc@who.int (mailto:boakyeagyemangc@who.int)

Sakuya OKA

Communications Manager

WHO Regional Office for Africa

Cell: +242 06 508 1009

Email: okas@who.int (mailto:okas@who.int)

Related Links:

Video interviews, images and photographs (https://drive.google.com
/folderview?id=1TgSNPTMO0Xf7eHHC2vuNY7nbgp1ZiRXi3)

B Roll footage (https:/we.tl/t-tLbiXHAQau)

Help and services

Copyright (/copyright)
Employment (http://www.who.int/careers/en/)
Privacy policy (/privacy-policy)

Sitemap (/sitemap)

Contact us
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General inquiries (/about-us/contact-us)
Media inquiries (/media-centre)

WHO country offices (/countries)

WHO Offices

https://www.afro.who.int/news/11th-ebola-outbreak-democratic-republ...

WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region (http://www.emro.who.int/)
WHO European Region (http://www.euro.who.int/)

WHO Headquarters (http://www.who.int/en/)

WHO Region of the Americas (http://www.paho.org/hq/)

WHO South-East Asia Region (http://www.searo.who.int/en/)

WHO Western Pacific Region (http://www.wpro.who.int/en/)

Follow us

Twitter (https://twitter.com/WHOAFRO)

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/WHOAFRO/?fref=nf)

YouTube (http://www.youtube.com/user/WHOAfricanRegion)

Rss Feed (/rss-feeds)
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