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Child protection in emergencies

Recruitment into armed forces or

armed groups

CHILD PROTECTION IN EMERGENCIES

FACT SHEET

War and natural disaster result in millions of families and children witnessing or being vic-

tims of unthinkable atrocities. Save the Children is working to minimize the harm children

experience during and after an emergency. It is working to ensure children are protected

from participating in armed forces or groups, stay together with their families and are not

subject to exploitation and sexual abuse.

A young boy is comforted after having lived

through a terrible earthquake in Italy. Save

the Children works to be the first organisa-

tion ready to help children and their families

when crisis strikes. 

Riccardo Venturi

“Since we are the ones who have under-

gone these horrible experiences, we know

and can articulate our problems better

than anyone else”
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Sexual violenceThis young boy, 13, was paid by UN

Peacekeepers to find young girls for

them to use for sex in Côte d'Ivoire.

Once the peak of an emergency is over,

children are still at risk of being abused

and exploited in camps and food distribu-

tion sites. Save the Children works to en-

sure post-emergency camps, shelters and

distribution sites are safe for children.

Brenda Bannon/Save the Children
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Family Separation

International law and policy

Erickson, 8, is reunited with his mother in

Haiti. He was found and brought to his par-

ents with the help of Save the Children. The

organisation registers separated children and

traces their families. Once found, the organi-

sation reunites the children with their fami-

lies and ensures families are able to provide

for their children.

Lee Celano/Getty Images for Save the Children

During the mass displacements of the

Liberian civil war, Save the Children staff

would drive alongside the lines of people

fleeing, using a loud speaker to encourage

families to prevent involuntary separa-

tion, by keeping their children close and

having them walk closely in front of the

adults.
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What is Save the Children doing about it?

Recruitment of children into armed forces or

groups

When we ask children what Save the

Children should do to address child pro-

tection in emergencies, they have some

very good ideas. Here is a list of priorities

children have identified9: 

•  Protection from abduction and being

used as soldiers, sex slaves and other

forms of abuse and from hunger and

disease. 

•  Projects that build on self-esteem, re-

duce stigma and provide hope for the

future are of much greater value than

those that oblige children to relive the

negative experiences of conflict. 

•  Parents and extended families need op-

portunities to relieve poverty and the

conflict in order to provide adequate

support to children. 

•  Aid and support should be distributed

fairly and evenly and criteria should be

clear and transparent. 

•  The experience of participation and of

adults and children listening to your

opinion helps to develop personal confi-

dence 

Elisabeth (not her real name), 18, is an ex-
combatant from Liberia. She is holding her
baby at a skills training centre supported by
Save the Children. Elisabeth is learning to be
a tailor. The organisation is helping former
child soldiers and other children affected by
the conflict to learn a trade so they can earn
a living as poverty is a key cause of exploita-
tion and abuse.

Anna Kari
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Sexual violence

Family separation

Save the Children in Chile did an assess-

ment that indicated that there were ex-

tremely high child sexual abuse rates in

the area in which it was working. The as-

sessment also showed that no one was re-

porting abuse because of cultural

reluctance to be a witness in the justice

system.  Then the earthquake hit in Feb-

ruary 2010 and Save the Children feared

the rate of abuse would increase even

more.  

In response, Save the Children partnered

with the police and the Department of

Social Work within the Chilean govern-

ment. The organisation conducted train-

ing and awareness raising sessions with

schools, health centres and village coun-

sels.  The training focused on explaining

what sexual abuse and violence was and

information on the reporting mechanisms

available in post-earthquake Chile. At the

same time, Save the Children lobbied the

national government to increase the

number of social workers and budgets for

the affected areas, in order to ensure that

any increased reporting would have serv-

ices available to them. 
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Quick reference guide

Bonny Amin and his family lost every-

thing, including their house when Cyclone

Sidr hit Bangladesh in 2007. A week later

Save the Children invited Bonny and

other children in the area, to spend his

days at a nearby ‘safe space.’

After a cyclone parents have a lot to do:

look for work, rebuild their houses, and

collect food and water. “Where will my

son stay while we are away from home?”

asked Bonny’s mother.

Save the Children sets up child-friendly

spaces- supervised locations where chil-

dren aged five to 14 can play with other

children and begin to restore a sense of

normalcy to their lives. This allows par-

ents time to rebuild their lives while chil-

dren are playing safely. Parents also are

assured their children will not be lost.

Staff in safe spaces provides children with

psychosocial support, they inform them

about how to remain safe in the current

situation and help them understand and

cope with the crisis.
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