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New digital map shows terrible impact of COVID-19 on school meals around

the world
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ROME - A groundbreaking map showing how the COVID-19 pandemic is disrupting children’s school
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meals is being launched today by the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP). The map — Global
Monitoring of School Meals during COVID-19 School Closures - provides daily on-screen updates on
school closures and the number of children no longer receiving school meals as a result.

As well as displaying global totals, the map shows how many children are affected in each country, with
real-time data indicating both the scale of the challenges and the need for solutions.

According to latest data, more than 364 million schoolchildren are now missing out on school meals on
which they depend. Partial or country-wide closures of schools have been reported in 48 countries where
WFP implements school feeding programmes. This means that nearly 11 million children are no longer
receiving WFP school meals — and that number is set to rise in coming days and weeks.

“This map gives us a snapshot of the terrible toll that this virus is having on the well-being of millions of
school children and their families across the globe,” said Carmen Burbano, Director of WFP’s School
Meals Programme. “We're working with partners, including UNICEF, to find solutions to ensure children
continue receiving the support they so desperately need while schools remain closed during the

pandemic.”

To request an interview with Carmen Burbano: email Sandra at sandra.hittmeyer@wfp.org

###

The United Nations World Food Programme is the world’s largest humanitarian organization, saving lives
in emergencies, building prosperity and supporting a sustainable future for people recovering from conflict,

disasters and the impact of climate change.

Follow us on Twitter @wfp_media

For more information please contact (email address: firstname.lastname @wfp.org):

David Orr, WFP/Rome, Tel. +39 340 246 6831
Bettina Luescher WFP/ Berlin, Mob. +49 160. 9926 1730
Elisabeth Byrs, WFP/ Geneva, Mob. +41 79 842 8057

Jane Howard, WFP/ London, Tel. +44 (0)20 3857 7413, Mob. +44 (0)796 8008 474

Steve Taravella, WFP/ Washington, Tel. +1 202 653 1149, Mob. +1 202 770 5993
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