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2 AIDS by the numbers

40% 
decrease in new HIV infections  
since the peak in 1997

54% of new HIV infections 
were among key populations 
and their sexual partners

16% decrease in new  
HIV infections since 2010

1.7 million | 2018

2.1 million | 2010

56% decrease in AIDS-related  
deaths since the peak in 2004

770 000 | 2018

1.7 million | 2004

41% decrease in new HIV  
infections among children since 2010

160 000 | 2018

280 000 | 2010

1 700 000
Total funding for  
HIV decreased  
by US$ 1 billion

Children living with HIV (under 15 years)

37.9  
million people 
living with HIV
in the world

In 2018:

AIDS by the numbers
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23 300 000

770 000

1 700 000
160 000

New HIV infections (children)

New HIV infections (total) 

AIDS-related deaths  

People accessing HIV treatment



4 AIDS by the numbers

New HIV infections  
(children)

New HIV infections:  
adults and children  
(millions)

AIDS-related  
deaths

People accessing  
HIV treatment (millions)

2010 280 000 2.1 1 200 00 7.7

2011 250 000 2.0 1 100 00 9.4

2012 230 000 2.0 1 000 000 11.2

2013 210 000 1.9 970 000 13.1

2014 200 000 1.9 920 000 15.1
2015 190 000 1.9 880 000 17.0
2016 180 000 1.8 840 000 19.1
2017 170 000 1.8 800 000 21.3
2018 160 000 1.7 770 000 23.3

4 AIDS by the numbers
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19.6 million girls and 
women living with HIV 

Romania
6500

Croatia
<200

Slovakia
<200

Czechia
<500

Hungary
570

Luxembourg
<500

Bulgaria
760

Benin
44 000

Burkina Faso
57 000

Burundi
50 000

Cameroon
350 000

Cabo 
Verde
1300

Latvia
1700

Estonia
2600

Denmark
1600

Finland
1100

Central  
African Republic

64 000

Chad
68 000

Côte d’Ivoire
280 000Democratic Republic 

of the Congo
310 000

Equatorial 
Guinea
32 000

Gabon
36 000

Gambia
16 000

Ghana
220 000

Guinea
73 000

Liberia
24 000

Mali
95 000

Congo
59 000

Mauritania
2200

Niger
19 000

Senegal
27 000

Sierra Leone
42 000

Guinea-Bissau
26 000

Togo
66 000

Africa—western and central Africa

Argentina
46 000

Bahamas 
2700

Barbados 
1000

Norway
1600

Belize
2300

Bolivia 
(Plurinational 

State of)
7200

Jamaica
15 000

Brazil

Colombia
33 000

Costa Rica
3000

Cuba
5600

Dominican 
Republic
34 000

Ecuador
13 000

El Salvador
9400Chile

12 000

Guatemala
20 000

Guyana
4000

Haiti
92 000

Honduras
9300

Mexico
38 000

Nicaragua
3200

Panama
8100

Paraguay
6600

Peru
19 000

Suriname
2400

Uruguay
4100

Latin America and the Caribbean

Ireland
2500

Serbia
<500

Italy
39 000

Portugal
12 000

France
46 000

Germany
17 000

Israel
2300

Spain
27 000

Western and central Europe 
and North America

No data available for those countries not listed.
Source: UNAIDS 2019 estimates.

Nigeria
1 100 000

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

<100

Belarus
11 000

Georgia
3000

Russian 
Federation

Republic of Moldova
7100

Tajikistan
3800

Ukraine
87 000

Eastern Europe and central Asia

 Uzbekistan
19 000Armenia

1200

Kazakhstan
9400

Kyrgyzstan
2900

Girls and women make up more than half of the 37.9 million 
people living with HIV. 



Global 
19 600 000

Djibouti
5000

Algeria
7200Egypt

6600 Iran (Islamic 
Republic of)

16 000 Libya
2800

Lebanon
<500

Kuwait
<200

Oman
990Tunisia

920

Yemen
2500

Morocco
8800

Somalia
6300

Sudan
28 000

Syrian Arab 
Republic

<500

Angola
220 000

Botswana
210 000

Eritrea
10 000

Kenya
970 000

Lesotho
200 000

Madagascar
12 000

Malawi
620 000

Mozambique
1 300 000

Namibia
120 000

Rwanda
140 000

South Africa
4 800 000

South Sudan
110 000

Eswatini
130 000

Uganda
830 000

Mauritius
3800

United
Republic of Tanzania

930 000

Zambia
730 000

Zimbabwe
770 000

Ethiopia
430 000

Africa—eastern and southern Africa

North Africa and Middle East Australia 
3400

Lao People's 
Democratic Republic

5400

New Zealand
590

Singapore
750

Afghanistan
2200

Bhutan
<500

Bangladesh
5000

Japan
2800

Cambodia
39 000

Indonesia
230 000

India

Malaysia
15 000

Mongolia
<200

Myanmar
92 000

Nepal
12 000

Pakistan
50 000

Papua New Guinea
26 000

Philippines
4800

Sri Lanka
1100

Thailand
210 000

Viet Nam
77 000

Asia and the Pacific

Montenegro
<100

Jordan
<100

Iceland
<100

North Macedonia
<100

Tajikistan
3800

Comoros
<100
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Challenges by the numbers
Relative risk of HIV acquisition compared to the general population

Every week  
6000 young women (aged 15–24 years) 
are newly infected with HIV 

Female sex workers

Gay men and other men 
who have sex with men

Transgender women

21
times higher

22
times higher

12
times higher

22
times higher

People who inject drugs

HIV incidence rate within the key population

HIV incidence rate within the general population
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14 600 000
Total number of adults and children in need  
of treatment in 2018 

In 2018:

79% 
of people living with HIV knew  
their status

62%  
of people living with HIV were
accessing treatment

53%  
of people living with HIV were
virally suppressed



Women and HIV:  
some facts

In sub-Saharan Africa, four in five new 
HIV infections among 10–19-year-olds 
are among girls. 
 
Source: UNAIDS 2019 estimates.

IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA,  
42% OF WOMEN LIVING IN 
URBAN AREAS AGED 15–24 HAD A 
PREGNANCY BEFORE THE AGE OF 18.

IN RURAL AREAS, MORE THAN 50% 
OF WOMEN AGED 15–24 HAD A 
PREGNANCY BEFORE THE AGE OF 18.

 
Source: Population-based surveys, 2011–2016.The statistics are based on available data from 
27 countries in which 80% of all women aged 15–24 years in sub-Saharan Africa live.

52% 
of adolescent girls and  

young women in rural areas  
are unable to make decisions  

about their own health,  
compared with

47%
 in urban areas.

Source: Population-based surveys, 2011–2016.  
The statistics are based on available data from 
28 countries in which 83% of all women  
aged 15–24 years in sub-Saharan Africa live.

21X 

HIV INCIDENCE IS 
21 TIMES HIGHER 
AMONG FEMALE 
SEX WORKERS 
THAN AMONG 
THE GENERAL 
POPULATION

Source: UNAIDS, 2019.Source: Global health estimates 2016: deaths by cause, age, sex, by country and by region, 2000–2016.  
Geneva, World Health Organization; 2018.

AIDS-related illnesses are the leading cause of death among 
15–49-year-old females globally (hundred thousands)

HIV 302.7

Maternal conditions 298.2

Ischaemic heart disease 182.3

Self-harm 164.1

Road injury 154.5

Tuberculosis 152.4

Stroke 143.4

Breast cancer 140.9

Cirrhosis of the liver 89.2

Diarrhoeal diseases 87.1



Of every five new HIV 
infections among young 

people (15–24 years), three 
are among young women.

Source: UNAIDS 2019 estimates.

7 out of 10 women in conflict settings and in refugee populations are 
exposed to gender-based and sexual violence.

Women who have experienced violence are 50% more likely to be living 
with HIV. 

Women who have been physically or sexually abused by their partners report 
higher rates of mental health issues, including depression and anxiety, higher use 
of alcohol and less control over sexual decision-making.

Each year, 12 million girls 
are married before the age 
of 18—married too soon, 
endangering their personal 
development and well-being. 
 

Source: United Nations Children's Fund 2018 estimates.

AROUND

44
adolescent girls (10–19 years) died  

of AIDS-related illnesses  
every day in 2018.

 
 

Source: UNAIDS 2019 estimates.

Source: www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/humanitarian-action/facts-and-figures.

Source: Jewkes, R. et al (2010). Intimate partner violence, relationship power inequity,  
and incidence of HIV infection in young women in South Africa: a cohort study. The Lancet 376(9734):41-48.

16% of rural currently 
married adolescent 
girls and young women 
who live in sub-Saharan 
Africa report using a 
modern contraceptive. 

23% of urban currently 
married adolescent 
girls and young women 
who live in sub-Saharan 
Africa report using a 
modern contraceptive. 

Source: Population-based surveys, 2011–2016. The statistics are based on available data  
from 28 countries in which 83% of all women aged 15–24 years in sub-Saharan Africa live.
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