
Mental health

Suicide data

Close to 800 000 people die due to
suicide every year, which is one person
every 40 seconds. Suicide is a global
phenomenon and occurs throughout the
lifespan. Effective and evidence-based
interventions can be implemented at
population, sub-population and individual
levels to prevent suicide and suicide
attempts. There are indications that for
each adult who died by suicide there may
have been more than 20 others
attempting suicide.

Suicide estimates

Suicide in the world: Global Health Estimates (booklet)

Suicide data reported by countries

Suicide attempt surveillance

Global data

Suicide occurs throughout the lifespan and is the second leading cause
of death among 15-29 year olds globally.
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Suicide is a global phenomenon; in fact, 79% of suicides occurred in low-
and middle-income countries in 2016. Suicide accounted for 1.4% of all
deaths worldwide, making it the 18th leading cause of death in 2016.

View full size graph
jpg, 59kb

View full size graph
jpg, 60kb

View full size graph
jpg, 60kb

WHO | Suicide data https://www.who.int/mental_health/prevention/suicide/suicideprevent/en/

2 von 3 10.10.2019, 10:28



View full size graph
jpg, 85kb

Countries

Programmes

Frequently asked questions

Employment

Africa

Americas

South-East Asia

Europe

Eastern Mediterranean

Western Pacific

Director-General

World Health Assembly

Executive Board

Member States

Ethics

Subscribe 
to our 

newsletter

Privacy Legal Notice

© 2019 WHO

WHO | Suicide data https://www.who.int/mental_health/prevention/suicide/suicideprevent/en/

3 von 3 10.10.2019, 10:28


