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HIGHLIGHTS 

• The official death toll had risen to 493 people as of 29 March, according to the Government.  

• A new cholera outbreak was reported in Nhamatande; nine Cholera Treatment Centres have been established in 
Beira and other locations.   

• More than 140,000 people were displaced in 161 sites across Sofala (116 sites), Manica (27 sites), Zambezia (13 
sites) Tete (5 sites); of whom more than 7,400 were identified as vulnerable, according to the Government.  

• UNICEF, WHO, WFP, COSACA and World Vision released a joint statement on infant feeding in the emergency 

response in Mozambique.   
 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

 

At least 271 cholera cases had been reported in Beira as of 29 March, and a new outbreak was reported in Nhamatande, 
according to the Ministry of Health. Health partners are focusing on strengthening disease surveillance and cholera case 
management. Preparations for the Oral Cholera Vaccination (OCV) campaign scheduled for next week are ongoing. Nine 
Cholera Treatment Centres (CTCs) -seven of which are already operational- with approximately 400 beds, have been 
established since 27 March. Meanwhile, in Manica, a rise in malaria cases has been reported in several districts and the 
risk of cholera remains high in most affected districts.  

As of 28 March, the official death toll had risen by 25 people to 493, according to the Government. The number of students 
reportedly affected increased by 44,000 from 28 March, to more than 143,400 students. School drop-out was reportedly 
already high in affected areas and there are concerns that the current emergency might exacerbate the situation. Several 
students and teachers are traumatized, and education partners have recommended that a full package comprising 
psychological counseling, school materials, WASH services and infrastructure be provided when rehabilitating schools.  

Nearly 141,000 displaced people were sheltering in 161 sites across Sofala (109,700 people), Manica (15,200 people), 
Zambezia (13,200 people), Tete (2,650 people) as of 29 March, of whom more than 7,400 were identified as vulnerable, 
according to the Government. Nearly 100,000 houses were identified as totally destroyed (55,463), partially destroyed 
(28,070) or flooded (15,784) as of 29 March; an increase of more than 7,000 since 28 March. Five alternative temporary 
spaces were identified for displaced people who were due to be relocated out of schools to allow the resumption of 
education. Partners have highlighted that the proposed relocation of displaced people should be done on a voluntarily basis.  

The amount of crops reportedly affected rose significantly to nearly 670,000 hectares as of 29 March. There is a two- to 
four-week window for the planting of seeds to provide a winter harvest. The Food Security Cluster has recommended that 
the distribution of seeds and hoes should be part of the emergency response and be done simultaneously to food rations. 
In Manica Province, an assessment team reported that lower lands have been more heavily impacted, with widespread 
damage to productive land due to the sudden overflow of the Buzi and Lutisi rivers. Higher lands and plateaus are facing 
less damage and do have some crops intact. However, they have faced two consecutive shocks (drought and floods), 
seriously eroding their adaptation and resilience mechanisms.  

Accessibility by road is improving as roads dry up, and most roads from and to Chimoio are now transitable for all types of 
vehicles, according to the Logistics Cluster. An assessment is ongoing along Dombe Road, which is partially accessible. 
The Dombe-Matarara is not paved but is transitable for heavy trucks, while the Chimoio-Dombe road is accessible for light 
vehicle but restricted for trucks because of steep curves. The Caia-Beira road is reportedly now passable with challenges. 
The Maputo-Beira road is open to all traffic, including heavy traffic, while the 523 is transitable with medium and light vehicles 
down to Macate and Nharombe. Buzi is still not accessible by road and the assistance by the French Navy who are fixing 
the road will take several days. Chimoio remains accessible by road from Zimbabwe and from Maputo. However, road 
conditions may be challenging when travelling north from the country’s south. Private companies are providing transport 
services to most locations surrounding Chimoio.  
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RESPONSE 

 

More than 241,000 people have been reached with food assistance to date, including 10,000 with wet feeding, which was 
started in Beira city. There is a critical window for seed distribution and a defined seed package and certified suppliers has 
been agreed. Exact tracking of food distributions, particularly by air is ongoing. Following a rapid assessment in northern 
Nhamatanda in Chimoio district on 28 March, WFP has made available food for distribution to about 8,000 people in 
Mutichira and for communities between the northern bank of Mutichira and southern bank of the Pungwe river. 

A joint statement on infant feeding in the Mozambique emergency response has been released by UNICEF, World Health 
Organization (WHO), World Food Programme (WFP), Save the Children and World Vision International. The statement 
calls for all involved in the response to provide appropriate and prompt support for the feeding and care of infants and young 
children and their caregivers. This is critical to support child survival, growth and development and to avoid malnutrition, 
illness and death. Key areas for action are to actively support breastfeeding and responsibly provide assistance to non-
breastfed infants; to enable appropriate complementary feeding; to prevent donations and uncontrolled distribution of 
breastmilk substitutes and other inappropriate products; to support maternal wellbeing; and to target support to higher risk 
infants, children and their caregivers.  

The Ministry of Health is leading the cholera taskforce, data collection and analysis. Model line lists for cholera have been 
developed and distributed to health facilities. WHO has deployed on epidemiologist to Beira. Health partners are prioritizing 
water treatment units at all CTCs and hospitals and have distributed certeza water treatment products in key areas in Beira 
neighbourhood. Oral Rehydration Salts (ORS) and hygiene points are being provided. Radio Mozambique continues to 
convey messages related to control, prevention and how and where to seek treatment for communicable diseases. Planning 
for a Single dose OCV (single vaccine) campaign targeting 900,000 is ongoing. The vaccination will cover four priority 
districts: all of Beira and Dondo and part of Buzi and Nhamatanda. The poor/lack of solid waste management remains a 
critical issue in most affected areas. Partners in the WASH Cluster are meeting with municipal authorities in Beira for 
discussions on how to address this.  

FUNDING/PLEDGES 

On 29 March, the Brazilian Government will reportedly dispatch two Hercules C-130 airplanes of the Brazilian Air Force to 
Mozambique with humanitarian aid. The donation includes 20 search and rescue experts, boats and other equipment and 
20 firefighters experts plus equipment, including vehicles. Medical kits and basic health supplies capable of providing 
emergency assistance to 9,000 people for up to a month are also included.  

Georgia-based MAP International is reportedly sending 2,800 Disaster Health Kits (DHK), which include a first aid kit, soap, 
toothbrush, toothpaste and other essential health items, each of which is intended to provide comfort and meet the basic 
hygiene needs of people who have lost everything following this devastating cyclone. MAP International's Disaster 
Response Team is also working with partner organizations in the region to ship an Interagency Emergency Health Kit (IEHK) 
providing medicines and medical supplies to assist 10,000 for three months.  

 

For further information, please contact:  

Maputo: Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, OCHA Humanitarian Reporting Officer, Email: anjichi@un.org; Cell +258 850 482 549; WhatsApp  

+254 722 839 182  

Beira:  Saviano Abreu, OCHA Public Information Officer, Email: deabreuisidoro@un.org; Cell: +254 722 513 503 (WhatsApp) 

Nairobi: Guiomar Pau Sole, Head, Communications Unit, OCHA ROSEA, Email: pausole@un.org; Cell: +254 786 633 633  

For more information on the “Mozambique – Cyclone Idai & Floods” response, please visit  
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/mozambique  
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