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HIGHLIGHTS 

• The official death toll was 447 people as of 25 March, according to the Government. 

• Nearly 129,000 people are sheltering in 143 collective sites across Sofala (more than 97,600 people), Manica (more 
than 14,800 people); Zambezia (more than 9,600 people); and Tete (more than 6,800 people).  

• The entire District of Nhamatanda in Sofala Province has been affected by Cyclone Idai and related floods, and nearly 
15,000 people are sheltering in 14 sites across the district.  

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 

As of 25 March, the official death toll was 447, with more than 1,500 people injured, according to the Government. 
Authorities and aid agencies have highlighted the need for increased support in the management of dead bodies across 
the affected districts, as mortuary services are reportedly constrained. Nearly 129,000 people were accommodated in 143 
sites across Sofala (103 sites), Manica (26 sites), Zambezia (10 sites) and Tete (4 sites), as of 25 March, an increase of 
more than 20,200 people since 24 March, across the affected areas. Some 72,260 houses are reportedly totally destroyed 
(36,747), partially destroyed (19,733) or flooded (2,184), with more than 497,700 hectares of crops damaged.   

Reports of acute watery diarrhoea cases are increasing in areas impacted by the cyclone and floods, although the exact 
number of cases is yet to be confirmed. Health partners are in the process of identifying suitable locations for the 
establishment of treatment centers and it is expected that the figures of those infected will become clearer as people report 
to the centres. Key messages on the signs and symptoms of diarrhoea, when and where to seek help, prevention and 
general hygiene are being conveyed on local radio with the support of the Community Engagement Group.  

On 23 and 24 March, a joint government-led multi-agency rapid needs assessment was conducted in Donbe, Matara and 
Sussundega, in Chimioi District, Manica Province. More than 13,300 people affected by Cyclone Idai and floods were 
identified in six locations: Chimoio, Gondala, Macate, Matarara, Sussundega and Vanduzi. The number of deaths in the 
district is reportedly rising, as the flood waters recede, with nine bodies found in Donbe this week. Efforts are underway to 
improve management of dead bodies, as mortuary facilities were either destroyed and/lack enough facilities and capacity.  

Priority needs in the affected parts of the district are food, with specific requests for cereals, vegetables, oil, salt, and biscuits, 
and non-food items, including kitchen sets, blankets, plastic sheeting and mosquito nets. The Provincial Governor has 
reportedly expressed concern over the potential for an outbreak of various water and vector-borne diseases, due to the 
challenging sanitation conditions and limited access to clean drinking water in the accommodation sites and surrounding 
areas. The Department of Health is planning to increase hygiene promotion activities, while Public Works Department will 
review the status of water provision in the shelters.  

Separately, preliminary reports from an initial assessment conducted by the local authorities in Nhamatanda district in 
Sofala Province indicate that the entire District (245,000 people) has been affected by Cyclone Idai and related floods. 
Nearly 15,000 people are sheltering in 14 sites in Nhamatanda Vila (6 sites), Bededo (5 sites) and Metuchira (3 sites). All 
houses in Metuchira - home to nearly 38,000 people - were reportedly destroyed and authorities have requested support 
with tents/tarps and other non-food items for displaced people, who are currently sheltering in schools in the area.  

Similarly, in Lamego, nearly 30,000 people are affected, the majority having lost their houses after the sugar plantation dam 
broke its banks. Displaced people from Lamego are sheltering in Vila. At least 33 deaths were reported from Lamego, 
according to the authorities. Due to poor information flow in and out of Bebedo and Nhampoca locations, authorities fear 
that an unknown number of people are reportedly still stranded and surrounded by water. On 20 March, a canoe ferrying 
the local nurse and other rescued people capsized and their whereabouts remain unknown.  

According to the authorities, people in emergency shelters in Nhamatanda District are reportedly without enough food and 
the current food stocks will run out within a week. Incidents of diarrhoea have been reported by the district health authorities. 
Health facilities have been damaged, and only temporary/mobile centers are operational, with limited antibiotics and 
rehydration salts in Vila for the treatment of diarrhoea. The water supply system was damaged, and many latrines destroyed; 
contaminated water has reportedly leaked into the wells, compromising the sanitation situation. The local administrator has 
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raised concern that the use of schools as accommodation centres has compromised the school schedule, meaning that 
children will have to stay longer in school during the holiday period to make up for lost time.  

Road access in all the 11 locations in the district have been damaged; majority by erosion, while others are still flooded. 
The authorities have requested for assistance with the rebuilding of infrastructure, including bridges and culverts to allow 
flood water to flow below the roads. Electricity supply in the district has been disconnected as repair works continue in the 
area, according to the assessment report. Vodacom is supporting the communities with limited mobile communication and 
free phone-charging services to facilitate communications with families. Markets and shops in Vila are functional, although 
commodity prices have risen, creating problems of access for the community. Fuel shortages are imminent, according to 
the assessment report. 

RESPONSE 
 
More than 20,000 people have received WFP food assistance in Mozambique in the aftermath of Cyclone Idai. As new 
areas are becoming accessible by road, daily missions are taking place from Beira and Chimoio to reach and assist people 
impacted by the cyclone and floods. 

The Community Engagement (CE) group is conveying key messages to the community through local radio. With the risk of 
communicable outbreaks high, in collaboration with the health cluster, the CE group has conveyed messages on diarrhoea, 
including on the signs and symptoms and when and where to seek help. The group is also regularly repeating messages 
on reunification of missing and separated families, as well as messages on hygiene and Prevention of Sexual Exploitation 
and Abuse (PSEA), which continue to be shared with the community Radio Pax and Radio Dondo for dissemination through 
face to face campaigns, Facebook accounts and through megaphones mounted on motorbikes.  

Child Protection partners are coordinating the identification and family reunification processes for separated children. 
Unaccompanied and orphaned children from flood-affected areas are being classified based on their places of origin to 
facilitate reunification and reintegration back into familiar communities.  

The Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) has activated a Humanitarian System-Wide Scale-Up for Mozambique, in 
response to the magnitude of the disaster. This activation will help to ensure that the humanitarian community’s support to 
the Government-led response is optimally timely, efficient and effective, by providing humanitarian partners in Mozambique 
with the ability to expedite, redeploy and prioritize funds, supplies and personnel for the Cyclone Idai response. However, 
widespread destruction of infrastructure and road networks continue to pose major constraints for the response operation.  

FUNDING/PLEDGES 

Angola has contributed 26MT of food and medicines, in addition to a medical team, to help prevent the spread of epidemics 
in the affected areas.   
 
The Austria Council of Ministers has pledged $566,000 (500,000 euros) from the Foreign Disaster Fund (FDF) for immediate 
emergency response, while the Austrian Development Agency (ADA) has pledged $3.4 million to WFP’s work from 2019 to 
2021 to improve food security for the women of Chemba District in Sofala Province. A call for proposals totalling a further 
$2.27 million of ADA funds is also being prepared for the food security and water management sectors. 
 
On 24 March, the United States Africa Command (USAFRICOM) announced that it will respond to USAID ‘s requests for 
support and assistance in the flooded regions in Mozambique. USAFRICOM has designated Combined Joint Task Force - 
Horn of Africa (CJTF-HOA) as the lead for DoD disaster relief efforts. Some members of the CJTF-HOA have arrived on 
the ground to conduct initial assessments.  
 
On 25 March, USAID announced nearly US$3.4 million in additional emergency humanitarian food assistance to meet the 

urgent needs caused by Cyclone Idai and related flooding in Mozambique. This brings the total U.S. investment in this 

humanitarian response to nearly $4.1 million. The new funding, provided to WFP, will help deliver approximately 2,500 

metric tons of rice, peas, and vegetable oil to affected people in Manica, Sofala and Zambezia Provinces, which will support 
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approximately 160,000 people for one month. USAID has deployed a Disaster Assistance Response Team (DART) to 

Mozambique to lead the U.S. Government's response to Cyclone Idai.  

For further information, please contact:  

Maputo: Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, OCHA Humanitarian Reporting Officer, Email: anjichi@un.org; Cell +258 850 482 549; WhatsApp  

+254 722 839 182  

Beira:  Saviano Abreu, OCHA Public Information Officer, Email: deabreuisidoro@un.org; Cell: +254 722 513 503 (WhatsApp) 

Nairobi: Guiomar Pau Sole, Head, Communications Unit, OCHA ROSEA, Email: pausole@un.org; Cell: +254 786 633 633  

For more information on the “Mozambique – Cyclone Idai & Floods” response, please visit  
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/mozambique  
 
To be added or deleted from this Flash Update mailing list, please e-mail: anjichi@un.org  
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