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The Mapping rounds followed by the integrated biological and behavioural surveillance (IBBS) 

rounds in the country have been instrumental in providing policy makers, program planners and 

implementers with up-to-date epidemiological evidence to steer the HIV response in the direction of 

maximum impact. In resource constraint settings evidence based targeted approaches, contextually 

tailored to the needs of the infected and affected populations are required to efficiently deliver 

services and curb the spread of infection. The mapping of key populations has been complimented 

by Asian Epidemic Modelling exercises for obtaining population size estimations and also to develop 

high impact intervention scenarios based on best practices for efficient and effective use of 

resources.  

The IBBS Round 5 was successfully conducted by the National AIDS Control Program (NACP) under 

stewardship of the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination (Mo NHSRC), 

Government of Pakistan. The Ministry lauds the untiring efforts of the technical and implementing 

partners in carrying out this tedious exercise with high degree of professionalism, zeal and 

enthusiasm. The Mo NHSRC appreciates Dr. Mamadou L Sakho UNAIDS Country Director for 

Pakistan and Afghanistan for his continuous support, technical advice and operational guidance in 

conducting the field activities. Funding support from the Global Fund and UNAIDS is sincerely 

acknowledged in carrying out this activity of utmost national importance. The support of 

development partners, including, UNICEF and UNFPA is also deeply acknowledged. 

The Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation & Coordination takes the opportunity to 

appreciate the dynamic leadership of Dr. Abdul Baseer Khan Achakzai, National Program Manager, 

NACP for the successful completion of mapping of key populations in the country. The interest and 

active role played by Dr. Achakzai and his team including Dr. Sofia Furqan, Dr. Quaid Saeed and 

Dr. Saima Paracha in the planning, implementation and monitoring of surveillance activities are 

greatly acknowledged. 

The Mo NHSRC is also grateful to the non-governmental organizations, community representatives 

and members of the key populations who took part in the survey and rendered valuable inputs in 

terms of time and efforts. 

The Mo NHSRC hopes that the data obtained from the mapping would be intelligently used by the 

policy makers, program managers and public health specialists to target the interventions where the 

epidemic is concentrated to yield value for money and control the spread of the epidemic. 

Dr. Assad Hafeez 

Director General (Health) 

Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination

Government of Pakistan 
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The Integrated Behavioural and Biological Survey (IBBS Round V) conducted in 2016-17 was a 

landmark achievement for Pakistan that provided real time epidemiological evidence of the HIV AIDS 

behaviourial, incidence and prevalence trends in the country. The information will serve to guide the 

policy makers and programmers to devise precision-targeted, high impact, population specific, cost 

effective strategies to curb and control the spread of HIV in the country.  

Mapping is an important phase of field activities that contributes to the IBBS process by generating 

relevant data on numbers and hotspots of key populations' activities that provides reliable 

population size estimates and projections for future program planning at the national and sub-

national levels. UNAIDS commends the efforts of the Technical Working Group  particularly, focal 

persons from UNICEF, WHO and UNFPA, as members of think tank of HIV experts for their valuable 

inputs in steering this exhaustive process of National scale geographic mapping conducted in 23 big 

cities of the country with sound planning, coordination, implementation and monitoring.    

UNAIDS takes the opportunity to laud the leadership and stewardship of NACP for the successful 

completion of the mapping round in the country. Dr. Abdul Baseer Khan Achakzai and his team 

including Dr. Sofia furqan, Dr. Quaid Saeed and Dr. Saima Paracha provided valuable inputs and 

timely guidance to the field teams, implementing and technical units to efficiently complete the 

process.         

UNIADS appreciates the support of UNICEF, UNFPA, Global Fund and other partner organizations in 

making the surveillance round a success. The hard work and efforts of Bridge Consultants, Bahria 

University and University of Manitoba is acknowledged in successfully conducting the mapping 

phase of the R-5 and tactfully handling the challenging scenarios at various stages of the project. 

UNAIDS expresses gratitude to the Pakistan Health Research Council (PHRC) for providing a 

professional review of the study protocol and granting ethical approval to carry out the study.

UNAIDS would also like to thank the field teams, community leaders and members as well as 

respondents involved in various stages of the mapping for their time, to respond to the lengthy 

questionnaires with great patience and facilitate the overall process. 

UNAIDS hopes that the mapping report will help to geographically prioritize and implement 

contextually appropriate, evidence based, focused, targeted, high impact interventions to control the 

spread of HIV epidemic in the country. 

          

Dr. Mamadou L SakhoCountry Director UNAIDS Pakistan
Pakistan & Afghanistan
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