
For additional information on the results of the 2015-16 
Malawi Demographic and Health Survey, please contact:

In Malawi: 
Demography and Social Statistics Division 
National Statistical Office, 
Chimbiya Road, P.O. Box 333, Zomba, Malawi 
Telephone +265-1-524-377  
E-mail:  enquiries@statistics.gov.mw; www.nsomalawi.mw

In USA: 
The DHS Program  
530 Gaither Road, Suite 500; Rockville, MD 20850 USA 
Telephone:  +1-301-407-6500; Fax:  +1-301-407-6501 
Email:  info@DHSprogram.com; www.DHSprogram.com

The 2015-16 Malawi Demographic and Health Survey (2015-
16 MDHS) was implemented by the National Statistical 
Office from 19 October 2015 to 17 February 2016. The funding 
for the 2015-16 MDHS was provided by the government 
of Malawi, the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), the Malawi National AIDS Commission 
(NAC), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), UN 
WOMEN, Irish Aid, and the World Bank. ICF provided 
technical assistance through The DHS Program, a USAID-
funded project providing support and technical assistance 
in the implementation of population and health surveys in 
countries worldwide.
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Trends in Children’s Use of 
Insecticide-treated Nets (ITN)

Children under 5 who slept under an ITN
 the night before the survey
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Diagnosis and Treatment of Fever in Children 
Percent of:

Children under 5 with 
fever* who: 

Children under 5 with 
fever* who took any 

antimalarial who took:

Sought 
treatment 
or advice

67

Had blood 
taken from a 
finger or heel 

stick for 
testing

52

Any
Artemisinin-based 

combination 
therapy (ACT)

92

*In the 2 weeks before the survey

29% of children under 5 had fever in the  
2 weeks before the survey.



Child Health:  Data from the 2015-16 Malawi Demographic and Health Survey (MDHS)

The 2015-16 Malawi Demographic and Health Survey 
(MDHS) provides data for monitoring the health situation 
of the population in Malawi. The 2015-16 MDHS is the 5th 
Demographic and Health Survey conducted in the country. 
The survey is based on a nationally representative sample. 
It provides estimates at the national and regional levels, for 
urban and rural areas, and for each of the 28 districts.

Number 
interviewed

Response 
rate

Households 29,361 99%
Women 15-49 24,562 98%

Men 15-54 7,478 95%

Children’s Nutritional Status by Residence
Percent of under 5 who are:

Stunted
(too short 

for age)

37
25

39

Wasted
(too thin 

for height)

3 3 3

Underweight
(too thin 
for age)

812 12

Total Urban Rural

Prevelance of Anaemia among Children
Percent of children age 6-59 months with:

Any 
anaemia

63

Mild 
anaemia

Moderate
anaemia

27
34

Severe
anaemia

2

Breastfeeding Status
Percent distribution of children under six months

27

Not 
breastfeeding

7%

Breastfeeding and 
consuming other 
foods or liquids

32% 
Exclusively 
breastfed

61%Trends in Childhood Vaccinations
Percent of children age 12-23 months who received:
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Vaccination Coverage
Percent of children age 12-23 months who received:

1 dose BCG 98

3 doses DPT-HepB-Hib 93

Polio at birth 72

3 doses of polio 81

3 doses pneumococcal 89

2 doses rotavirus 91

1 dose measles 91

All age appropriate 
vaccinations 51

All basic vaccinations 76

78% of children under five with symptoms of  
acute respiratory infection in the 2 weeks before the 

survey sought advice or treatment.

Trends in Childhood Mortality
Deaths per 1,000 live births for the 
 five-year period before the survey
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Trends in Diarrhoea Treatment
Percent of children under 5 with diarrhoea in the 2 weeks 

before the survey who received
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