
Freetown, 5 September 2017 – Half a million people in Sierra Leone will be able to access the life-saving
cholera vaccine within weeks, the country’s Ministry of Health and Sanitation announced on Tuesday.

The vaccines will be received from the Gavi-funded global stockpile and will target areas particularly affected by
August’s floods and deadly landslide, which resulted in over 500 confirmed deaths. Hundreds more people were
reported missing in the wake of the disaster, according to the Office of National Security, while thousands were
displaced from their homes.

“Cholera is a devastating disease which spreads quickly and kills fast, and risks can increase after severe
flooding,” said Dr. Brima Kargbo, Chief Medical Officer at the Ministry of Health and Sanitation. “The oral cholera
vaccine is an important tool to better protect the country and affected communities against the disease, which will
ultimately save lives.”

Two rounds of vaccination are planned to run from September and will be delivered in 25 affected communities
by the Government of Sierra Leone with support from Gavi Alliance, the World Health Organization (WHO),
UNICEF, the UK Government  and other health partners.

“The devastating floods and landslides which ravaged Sierra Leone throughout August have left the country
dangerously vulnerable to water-borne disease outbreaks,” said Dr. Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi Alliance. “Access
to safe water and sanitation is limited, and the public health system, still recovering after the 2014 Ebola
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outbreak, is stretched. These lifesaving vaccines, alongside urgent support to improve safe water and sanitation,
have the potential to prevent a cholera outbreak before it has the chance to bring more misery to a country that
has already suffered enough.”

The decision to send cholera vaccines from the global stockpile was taken quickly on 31th August by the
International Coordinating Group (ICG) for Vaccine Provision following the deployment of a WHO specialist to the
country. The full quantity of the vaccine (1,036,300 doses for two rounds) is set to arrive in Freetown on 7th
September through UNICEF’s global Supply Division.

WHO recommends that vaccination against cholera be considered in emergencies and other high-risk scenarios
where there are increased threats of outbreaks, when combined with standard prevention and control measures
for the disease. These measures include readiness to provide adequate testing and treatment, steps to ensure
access to safe water and sanitation, and community mobilization to engage the public in preventing infection. 

Sierra Leone’s last major cholera outbreak, in 2012, killed 392 people and infected more than 25,000 others.

Gavi, WHO, UNICEF and partners are working with the Ministry of Health and Sanitation to help plan and
implement the campaign, which will make the vaccine available free-of-cost to disaster-affected populations,
while supporting ongoing cholera prevention and preparedness.
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Email: lindmeierch@who.int
Tel: +41 22 791 1948; +41 79 500 6552

At UNICEF
Issa Davies
Email: idavies@unicef.org
Tel: +232 76601310

At Gavi
James Fulker
Email: jfulker@gavi.org
Tel: +41 22 909 2926; +41 79 429 55 05

Fred Tissandier
Email: ftissandier@gavi.org
Tel: +41 22 909 2968; +41 79 300 8253

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance is supported by donor governments (Australia, Brazil, Canada, Denmark,
France, Germany, India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Luxembourg, the Netherlands,
Norway, the People’s Republic of China, Republic of Korea, Russia, South Africa, Spain, the State of
Qatar, the Sultanate of Oman, Sweden, United Kingdom, and United States), the European Commission,
Alwaleed Philanthropies, the OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID), the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, and His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, as well as private and corporate
partners (Absolute Return for Kids, Anglo American plc., The Children’s Investment Fund Foundation,
China Merchants Group, Comic Relief, Deutsche Post DHL, the ELMA Vaccines and Immunization
Foundation, Girl Effect, The International Federation of Pharmaceutical Wholesalers (IFPW), the Gulf
Youth Alliance, JP Morgan, “la Caixa” Foundation, LDS Charities, Lions Clubs International Foundation,
Majid Al Futtaim, Philips, Unilever, UPS and Vodafone).

For more information click here.
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