
Globally, millions of vulnerable people are experiencing increased 

hunger and poverty due to droughts, floods, storms and extreme 

temperature fluctuations as a result of a climatic occurrence: El 

Niño. This phenomenon is not an individual weather event but a 

climate pattern which occurs every two to seven years and lasts 

9-12 months. The 2015/2016  occurrence is one of the most severe 

in a half-century and the strongest El Niño since 1997/1998 which 

killed some 21,000 people and caused damage to infrastructure 

worth US$ 36 billion. The negative consequences of El Niño are 

foreseen to continue through 2017, particularly in Southern Africa 

where this event has followed multiple droughts compounding 

the already fragile situation. It is critical that an adequate and 

sustained response is implemented in order to safeguard 

decades of development gains. More than US$2 billion are 

required to support food security and agriculture programmes 

globally through 2017.
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*WFP has no presence in Mongolia, Vietnam, thus they are monitored by FAO; WFP has no operational presence in South Africa
** source: WFP VAM
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LATIN AMERICA AND  
THE CARIBBEAN
‘El Niño’ emerges under 
pre-established drought 
conditions in Central America 
and the Caribbean Region, 
millions throughout the 
corridor seco and Haiti are 
experiencing high levels of 
food insecurity.

CENTRAL AND EASTERN AFRICA
An assessment of historical 
rainfall data indicates that central/
eastern Ethiopia has experienced 
the worst drought in more than 
50 years resulting in a major 
food security crisis through 
2016. Eastern Sudan also had 
a very poor start to the season 
and below average production 
is expected. Northern Somalia, 
vulnerable households have 
lost almost 80% of their herds. 
15 million people are in need of 
support to cope with the crisis.

SOUTHERN AFRICA
The El Niño climatic event has 
caused the worst drought in 
35 years in Southern Africa. The 
drought has compounded existing 
vulnerabilities resulting in severe 
food shortages, particularly in 
Lesotho, Malawi, Swaziland and 
Zimbabwe. Over 30 million people 
are affected in the region, and 
more than 12 million people will 
require humanitarian assistance.

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
The Asia and the Pacific have 
been experiencing various 
atmospheric and weather-
related impacts of El Niño, 
ranging from dry spells and 
severe droughts in Western 
Pacific, South and South-East 
Asia, to more intense cyclones in 
the North-Western Pacific and 
frequent cyclones with heavy 
and short-lived rains in the South 
Pacific. Over 10 million people are 
affected throughout the region.
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