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The situation worldwide 
and in
West Africa in focus
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I am convinced that this is discrimination. I approached 
a security company with another person. I can write my 
name. The other person with me cannot. They hired him, 
but not me. Why is that? It is because of my disability. 
I am utterly convinced of it. Because of my disability, I � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
There are disabled people who do not want to work and 
earn a livelihood. These people are lazy!  ! " # # ! $ % & ' ' ( ) * & + &

WHO & World Bank, 
World Report on 
Disability, , 2011

Handicap International, 
Disability and Develop-
ment, 2012

United Nations, 
Department of 
Economic and Social 
Affairs, Population 
Division, World 
Population Prospects 
: The 2010 Revision, 
CD-Rom Edition, 2011

Agence Française 
de Développement, 
Transition 
démographique et 
emploi en Afrique 
Subsaharienne, 2011

OECD, African 
Economic Outlook 
– Promoting Youth 
Employment, 2012

ILO, Decent Work 
Country Profi le – Niger, 
2013

Burkina Faso, 
Recensement Général 
de la Population, 2006
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The social and economic 
participation 
of persons with disabilities

CAPE VERDE - 10th October 2011

MALI - 07th April 2008 NIGER - 24th June 2008

TOGO - 01th March 2011

BURKINA FASO - 23th Juiy 2009

SIERRA LEONE - 04th October 2010 BENIN - 05th July 2012GHANA - 31th July 2012

NIGERIA- 24th September 2010

GUINEA - 08th February 2008

Convention rati�ed in Economic Community 

Of West African States (ECOWAS) 

country members as of 31th july 2012,

www.un.org/disabilities

LIBERIA - 26th July 2012

SENEGAL - 07th September 2010
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on the Convention: 
www.un.org/disabilities  
and on Disability Rights 
in West Africa : 

www.proadiph.org

Article 1 of the 
International
Convention on the 
Rights of
Persons with 
Disabilities.  
www.un.org/disabiliies

Inclusive employment 
consists for example 
in promoting access to 
technical and vocatio-
nal training, suppor-
ting job seekers and 
employers regarding 
the employment of 
persons with disabili-
ties, adapting tools and 
workstations, facilita-
ting access to financial 
resources, etc.

Handicap International, 
Inclusive Employment 

Policy Paper, 2011Ö × Ø Ù Ú Û Ü × Ø Ý Þ ß Ú × Û à
 

www.ilo.org
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Disability 
and development ~
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�U

U Article 27 of the 
Convention on the 
Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities.              
www.un.org/disabiliies

Ratified in West Africa 
by Burkina Faso (1989), 
Guinea (1995), Mali 
(1995), Côte d’Ivoire 
(1999) and Nigeria 
(2010). www.ilo.org

Handicap International, 
Disability and Develop-
ment, 2012

Access to employment 
is especially related to 
MDG 1: Eradicate extre-
me hunger and poverty, 
halve the proportion of 
people whose income is 
less that 1 dollar a day, 
and halve the propor-
tion of people who 
suffer from hunger.

www.un.org/fr/millen-
niumgoals/
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 Adamou’s technical 

training (mainstream 
apprenticeship) and 
skills, which earned 
him a reputation of a 
good carpenty among 
his clients

 Support from his 
family

 Access to formal 
and informal microfi-
nance institutions and 
financial support from 
his entourage¬ ; û 
 
 ý � � ý �û � < � � 
 � � � � � �
In the beginning, he 
had trouble communi-
cating with his clients. 
Today, he communi-
cates with them using 
unconventional sign 
language, or through 
writing. He also has 
two catalogues and a 
series of pictures of 
furniture he has made 
previously from which 
his clients can choose.
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To enable other 
cases like Amadou’s, 
let us make micro-
business creation 
a responsible civic 
process by:

 Encouraging micro-
finance institutions 
to offer financial 
services that are 
accessible and adap-
ted for persons with 
disabilities involved in 
business creation

 Adapting financial 
products and services 
to make them acces-
sible

 Looking at persons 
with disabilities as 
potential clients, 
without any prejudice. 
Integrating difference 
is beneficial for the 
microfinance institution: 
persons with disabilities 
in the company’s staff 
or clientele will enrich 
its experience.
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 Support from her 

family

 Her participation in 
sport programmes, 
was important training 
for her. It has made her 
mature and encou-
raged her a fighting 
spirit that allowed her 
to develop a project 
requiring strong moti-
vation. 

 Her informal training 
in hairdressing¬ ; û 
 
 ý � � ý � û � <� � 
 � � � � � �

 Bamboado has ne-
ver been to school

 Bamboado did 
not have access to 
microcredit to start her 
project. She financed 
everything with her 
own savings
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To enable other cases 
like Bamboado’s, 
let us make micro 
business creation 
a responsible civic 
process by:

Promoting access to 
education and trai-
ning for persons with 
disabilities, and giving 
them opportunities for 
training in various fields

 Putting in place 
appropriate measures 
to give girls and wo-
men with disabilities 
access to mainstream 
training and decent 
employment to allow 
their self-development

 Promoting a cohe-
rent support process 
based on the motiva-
tion and wishes of the 
persons concerned
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 Support from his 

family

Access to technical 
training

Support from a 
development project 
implemented by an 
international NGO¬ ; û 
 
 ý � � ý � û � <� � 
 � � � � � �

 The employer has 
hired Bandiougou for 
his abilities, perfor-
mance and skills, as 
part of a committed 
approach. However, 
Bandiougou does not 
receive the same pay 
as co-workers with 
similar qualifications. 

Due to his unstable fi-
nancial situation, Ban-
diougou in involved 
in other more or less 
formal money-making 
activities.
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To enable other cases 
like Bandiougou’s, let 
us make the employ-
ment of persons with 
disabilities a stead-
fast civic process by:        

 Changing the way 
employers perceive 
the aptitudes and skills 
of persons with disa-
bilities 

 Employing persons 
with disabilities and 
retaining them in 
decent jobs: opening 
itself to all skills and 
promoting a team spirit 
is beneficial for the 
company
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 Existence of a dyna-

mic Disabled People’s 
Organisations

 Partnership between 
a Disabled People’s 
Organisations and the 
city council to promote 
the employment of 
persons with disabi-
lities

 Rights-based 
approach of the city 
council ù í ç ñ ñ î ï ú î ì ç ï òì ê ñ ô é ó ê ï ì

 Because he has not 
been to school, Lawli 
has had to resort to in-
formal training and has 
taken advantage of the 
inclusion process of a 
disability organization

Communication 
issues were his major 
concern at work. With 
time, his co-workers 
have learned the local 
sign language to inte-
ract with him



To enable other  
cases like Lawali’s,  
let us make the em-
ployment of persons 
with disabilities a 
committed civic pro-
cess by:

 Making the national 
legislation consistent 
with the Convention: 
put in place legal 
frameworks promo-
ting the employment 
of persons with disa-
bilities, and enforce 
existing laws

 Policy activism in 
favour of persons 
with disabilities: public 
and private employers 
are better off when they 
hire reliable employees. 
Persons with disabi-
lities are as actively 
involved, independent 
and productive as other 
employees
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 Support from her 

parents and a teacher

 Policy in favour of 
the employment of 
persons with disabi-
lities at the Ministry 
of Family and Social 
Affairs where she is 
employed

Access to adapted 
training and field work 
in a mainstream set-
ting, which reinforced 
her professional skills� � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �

 Each day, Line has 
to travel 15 kilometres 
to go to work. She 
hires the services a 
motorcycle taxi that 
she pays out of her 
own pocket

Her office is in the 
first floor and is only 
accessible via stairs

 For certain tasks, 
Line is helped by 
co-workers
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To enable other  
cases like Line’s,        
let us make the em-
ployment of persons 
with disabilities 
a steadfast civic          
process by:

 Making national 
legislations comply with 
the Convention: ensu-
ring reasonable adap-
tation to give persons 
with disabilities 
access to competitive 
examinations and to 
the public adminis-
tration, as required by 
legal obligations

 Being aware and 
convinced of the 
benefit of employing 
persons with disa-
bilities: the company 
takes advantage of 
opening to new skills, 
and persons with disa-
bilities develop skills to 
compensate for their 
deficiency

 Developing inclu-
sive human resource 
policies to include and 
maintain persons with 
disabilities in the em-
ployment market: make 
the position and the 
work environment 
accessible; raise the 
awareness of co-wor-
kers
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 Support from her 

family

 Access to formal 
technical training

 Adapted and acces-
sible services in the 
training institution� � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �

 Strong discrimina-
tion from the commu-
nity, which she has 
been able to overco-
me. She participates in 
a tontine system that 
has accepted her for 
her saving capacity



To enable other cases 
like Mabinty’s, let us 
make micro business 
creation a steadfast 
civic process by:

 Putting in place 
appropriate measures 
to give girls and wo-
men with disabilities 
access to mainstream 
training and decent 
employment to allow 
their self-development

 Promoting inclusive 
and tailored employ-
ment support services

 Raising public awar-
eness on disability 
to change perceptions 
regarding the capacities 
and skills of persons 
with disabilities, and to 
fight against prejudice
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 Support from his 

family

 Access to mains-
tream technical 
training

 Access to multidis-
ciplinary employment 
support services that 
motivated him and 
stimulated his en-
trepreneurship and 
innovation ability� � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �

In his very small 
business, Ousseynou 
has to deal with many 
clients, and he also 
has heavy working 
hours as an employee 
at the hospital. He 
nonetheless manages 
to cope by adapting 
his timetable
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To enable 
other  cases like                 
Ousseynou’s, let 
us make micro 
business creation 
a responsible civic 
process by:

 Promoting the so-
cial responsibility of 
microfinance institu-
tions and integrating 
the disability issue in 
universal social ma-
nagement and perfor-
mance standards

 Undertaking actions 
to promote financing 
for persons with disa-
bilities. Persons with 
disabilities are a new 
potential market
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 Support from her 

family

 Access to educa-
tion, strong motivation 
and involvement as a 
citizen

 Non-discrimination 
in her appointment as 
a senior executive

 Access to several 
trainings in advocacy 
and human rights in 
Liberia and abroads g a k k h i t h f a i lf d k n c m d i f

 As a woman with 
a disability, Ricardia 
experienced even 
more discrimination, 
so she decided to do 
something about it
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 � � ) 2 . C 3 1 ( : 2 ( 7 , 6 + . , ( ) I , - , 6 , 3 ( < To enable other cases 
like Ricardia’s, let us 
make the employment 
of persons with di-
sabilities a steadfast 
civic process by:

 Making national 
legislations comply 
with the Convention: 
non-discrimination, 
and fulfilment of legal 
obligations

 Being conscious 
of the advantages of 
employing persons 
with disabilities: em-
ployers need workers 
who are motivated. 
Persons with disabilities 
are more motivated and 
want to show that their 
employers have made 
the right choice

 Developing the 
capacities of those 
in charge of disabled 
people’s organiza-
tions in terms of uphol-
ding the employment 
rights of persons with 
disabilities
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