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Community health workers - a resource for identification and referral of sick newborns in rural Uganda.
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OBJECTIVE: To determine community health workers' (CHWs) competence in identifying and referring sick newborns in Uganda.
METHODS: Case-vignettes, observations of role-plays and interviews were employed to collect data using checklists and semistructured
questionnaires, from 57 trained CHWs participating in a community health facility-linked cluster randomised trial. Competence to identify and refer sick Related citationis in PubMed -

newborns was measured by knowledge of newborn danger signs, skills to identify sick newborns and effective communication to mothers. Proportions
and median scores were computed for each attribute with a pre-defined pass mark of 100% for knowledge and 90% for skill and communication.

RESULTS: For knowledge, 68% of the CHWSs attained the pass mark. The median percentage score was 100 (IQR 94 100). 74% mentioned the
required five newborn danger signs unprompted. 'Red umbilicus/cord with pus' was mentioned by all CHWs (100%), but none mentioned chest
in-drawing and grunting as newborn danger signs. 63% attained the pass mark for both skill and communication. The median percentage scores were
91 (IQR 82 100) for skills and 94 (IQR 89, 94) for effective communication. 95% correctly identified the four case-vignettes as sick or not sick
newborn. 'Preterm birth' was the least identified danger sign from the case-vignettes, by 51% of the CHWs.

CONCLUSION: CHWs trained for a short period but effectively supervised are competent in identifying and referring sick newborns in a poor resource
setting.

© 2013 Blackwell Publishing Ltd.

PMID: 23551304 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE]  Free full text

Assessment of the uptake of necnatal and young
infant referrals by ¢ [BMC Health Serv Res. 2013]

High compliance with newborn community-
to-facility referral in eastern Ug [PLoS One. 2013]

Community health workers can identify and
manage possible infec [J Health Popul Nutr. 2011]

A community based approach to improve health
care seeking for newborn [Indian J Pediatr. 2009]

Clinical algorithms for the identification
of sick newborns in commur [Acta Paediatr. 2012]

See reviews. ..

Seeall...




