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Pour flush latrines  
with water-seal pans

For further information visit: 
http://wedc-knowledge.lboro.ac.uk/

One style of toilet uses a pan that is flushed with water. The ‘U’ bend keeps smells in the pit as it 
traps water, so sealing the connection. This also prevents flies bred in the pit from escaping into 
the toilet cubicle. If the latrine pan is made from smooth porcelain or plastic, only about 1 to 3 litres 
of water are needed. Clearly, this type of toilet is only suitable where there is a sufficient amount of 
water for flushing readily available.
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Water-sealed 
collection pan

Pipe joint

Pit lining
Minimum 
75mm dia. pipe

Water trap prevents flies
from entering the cubicle 
from the pit

Depth of
water-seal
20-30mm

Developing 
knowledge and capacity
in water and sanitation
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