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Summary

Background

The perception of surgery as expensive and complex might be a barrier to its widespread acceptance in global health efforts.
We did a systematic review and analysis of cost-effectiveness studies that assess surgical interventions in low-income and
middle-income countries to help quantify the potential value of surgery.

Methods

We searched Medline for all relevant articles published between Jan 1, 1996 and Jan 31, 2013, and searched the reference lists
of retrieved articles. We converted all results to 2012 USS. We extracted cost-effectiveness ratios (CERs) and appraised
economic assessments for their methodological quality using the 10-point Drummond checklist.
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